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BOOK CLUB UNIT
“The goal is not to have students accept the ways of others, but to help them better understand
the diversity of thought and feeling in the world; that is to develop their capacity to walk in
someone else’s shoes” (Wiggins and McTighe, 166).
Hello!
My name is Emily Donnell, and I plan to graduate in May of 2022 with a degree in Secondary
English Education (7-12). This is the beginning of my undergraduate thesis. I am completing this
thesis through the Honors Program at the University of Nebraska - Lincoln. Since I am an
education major. I wanted to do a project that I could reference in the future. This is why I have
chosen to create six weeks of lesson plans that I can use once I am hired as a teacher.
Last summer, I read “Drums, Girls, and Dangerous Pie” by Jordan Sonnenblick. The story is
about a middle school boy named Steven whose life is changed once his little brother is
diagnosed with cancer. This is a story about change, family, friendship, community, and dealing
with emotions. This book is part of the required curriculum for on-level 7th graders within Lincoln
Public Schools (LPS) in Lincoln, NE. This is one of the texts I will be constructing my lesson
plans around. I believe that it is important to read a book and then build a unit instead of forcing
a book into an existing unit.
While looking at the required LPS curriculum, I noticed that the theme for quarter four of each
school year (the quarter in which Drums, Girls, and Dangerous Pie is required) is adversity,
which is fitting for this text. Additionally, this text is meant to be paired with “Wonder” by R.J.
Palacio. These books have very similar themes, so I decided to build a book club unit where
students can choose whichever text they want to read.
The required District Common Assessment (DCA) for the end of the unit asks students to write
an essay about character traits. It seems odd to read two texts with so many messages
regarding emotions, health, and adversity and then require students to focus on character
traits. That's not why the authors wrote these books.
The purpose of the unit I am designing will be to teach students the valuable lessons they need
to learn about adversity and emotions while still preparing them for the assessment that is
required by the district. They will achieve this by reading “Drums Girls and Dangerous Pie” and
“Wonder” and participating in multiple open discussions.
Note: If teachers want to add a third text to this book club unit, this can be done as long as the
text has a central theme of overcoming adversity and experiencing losses.
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Unit Goals
Essential Questions:
-

How do we overcome obstacles?
How do character traits influence people?

DCA Prompt:
There are many different characters in the novels “Drums, Girls, and Dangerous Pie” by
Jordan Sonnenblick and “Wonder.” by R.J. Palacio. All of these characters deal with adversity
in different ways, and they are all very different people. Write an argumentative essay that
explains which three character traits are the most dominant in your main character’s
personality.

Students will be able to:
-

Gain new perspectives on different types of adversity
Explain how different people deal with adversity
Empathize with people who are experiencing adversity and grief
Gain self awareness about their own emotional outlets
Apply their knowledge of character and adversity to their own lives

Materials Commonly Used:
-

Google Slides
Projector Screen
Sticky Notes
White Paper
Classroom copies of Drums, Girls and Dangerous Pie by Jordan Sonnenblick
Classroom copies of Wonder by R.J. Palacio
Writing Journals (composition notebooks)
Classroom Microphone
Classroom Chromebooks/computers (optional)

State Standards:
LA.7.RI.2 Analyze the relationships and interactions between individuals, events, and/or ideas
or concepts, drawing on specific supporting details in an informational text.
LA.7.RI.8 Read and comprehend a wide range of informational texts of appropriate complexity
for the 6-8 grade band proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the high end of the range.
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LA.7.V.1 Integrate grade-level academic vocabulary appropriately for a variety of tasks and
purposes.
LA.7.W.1 Create grammatically correct multi-paragraph compositions with varied sentence
structures.
LA.7.W.2 Use a recursive writing process to develop, strengthen, and produce writing
appropriate to the audience, purpose, and discipline.
LA.7.W.3 Write in a variety of literary forms to convey real or imagined experiences or events in
which the development and structure are appropriate to the task, purpose, and audience.
LA.7.W.4 Write arguments that develop a perspective with supporting reasons and evidence,
organized as appropriate to the task, purpose, and audience.
LA.7.SL.1 Prepare for and participate in structured discussions and collaborations about 7th
grade topics and texts.
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Unit Calendar
Focus

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Grading

How Do I
Start
Reading?

Writing
Journal

Writing
Journal

Writing
Journal

Writing
Journal

Writing
Journal

Formatives:

What are the
goals of this
unit?
(Character
Traits DCA &
Adversity
Quarter
Theme)

10 pts- practice
thesis
CREW
Refresher

CREW
Refresher

Why analyze
character?
Why learn
about
adversity?

Preference
Book Club
Groups and
Books
Character
Traits

Grief

Why do we
read?

Writing
Journal

Writing
Journal

Writing
Journal

Writing
Journal

Reading Day

Reading Day

Reading Day

Reading Day

Character
Trait vs Mood

Book
Characters
Review/difficu
lt terms

Main
Character/Prot
agonist

Writing
Journal

Writing
Journal

Writing
Journal

Writing
Journal

Reading Day

Reading Day

Reading Day

Reading Day

Intro to grief:
What does it
look like?

Does
everyone
grieve the
same way?

Why is it
helpful to learn
about grief?

Writing
Journal

Writing
Journal

Supporting
Character

Walk through
Sticky Notes
Procedures
for reading
Hand out
books

15 pts - book club
expectations sheet
10 pts - Journal
Completion

Book Club
Meeting

Stickies
Sheet

Formatives:
10 pts - Character
Traits vs Mood
15 pts - Sticky Notes
Sheet

Book Club
Meeting

Stickies
Sheet

15 pts - Group
Discussion Log

Formatives:
10 pts - Characters
and Grief

Book Club
Meeting

15 pts - Sticky Notes
Sheet
15 pts - Group
Discussion Log

Book Club
Debrief
Emotional
Outlets and

Writing
Journal

Writing
Journal

Stickies
Sheet

Formatives:
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Support
Systems

Reading Day

Reading Day

Reading Day

Reading Day

Why do we
need
emotional
outlets and
Support
Systems? Counselor
visit

Postcard
Project

Postcard
Project

Writing
Journal

Writing
Journal

Writing
Journal

Writing
Journal

Stickies
Sheet

Reading Day

Reading Day

Reading Day

Reading Day

Book Club
Meeting

Intro to
Emotional
Outlets and
Support
Systems:
What do they
look like?
Book Club
Debrief
Adversity

Book Club
Meeting

10 pts - Mental
Health Worksheet
15 pts - Sticky Notes
Sheet
15 pts - Group
Discussion Log

Summatives:
20 pts - Postcard

Adversity
Refresher:
What is
adversity?
Book Club
Debrief

What traits
help our
characters to
fight
adversity?

Adversity
Project
(How do we
get though?)

Writing
Journal

Writing
Journal

Adversity
Project Due
Adversity
Project
(How do we
get through?)

15 pts - Sticky Notes
Sheet
15 pts - Group
Discussion Log

Postcard Due

Summative
Assessment
Work Week

Writing
Journal

Work day
Modeling with
Outline
Finding
evidence from
the book
Rubric

Work day

CREW review
Writing Body
Paragraphs

Continue
Writing Body
Paragraphs

Writing
Journal

Writing
Journal

Work day

Work day

Writing
Conclusions

Convert
outline into an
essay
DCA DUE

Summatives:
10 pts - Quote
Tracker
25 pts - Character
Traits DCA
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Lesson Plans
Note
Within LPS, each quarter of the school year is nine weeks long. The
book club unit I am designing will last for six weeks. In the two
weeks leading up to this unit, students will read shorter texts and
be introduced to the quarter’s theme of adversity. After this unit,
there will be one week of flex time.

Monday - How do I start?
Writing into the Day
-

As students enter the room, they should each grab their writing journal
At the bell, tell students to get started with writing if they haven’t already.
If students finish early, tell them something that they can draw on the side of the sheet.
Prompt How do different people in your life describe you (family, friends, strangers,
teachers, etc.)?
Discuss in table groups

Objectives
-

We will know what character is
We will understand how our book club novels relate to adversity
We will be able to choose a book club novel

What is Character?
-

Students will turn and talk to their table groups. Their goal is to define character
I will pass around a ball to students. They can only speak if they have the ball - what is
character? Define as a class
Show quotes about character
Students will turn and talk to their table groups. Their goal is to come up with examples
of good and bad character
I will draw cards with students’ names on them - what are some examples of good and
bad character?

Introduce DCA
-

Tell students that the topic is Character Traits. They will be required to find character
traits for a character in a book that they are reading.
Peardeck: Character Traits Introduction
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Introduce Texts
-

The books for this unit are “Drums Girls and Dangerous Pie” by Jordan Sonnenblick and
“Wonder” by R.J. Palacio.
Each book will have its own slide. Give a trigger warning about the difficult themes in
each book.
Turn and Talk: Students talk to their groups about how adversity might show up in these
books.
Students follow along as I read first 2-3 pages of each book

Preference Groups and Texts
-

Students will fill out a Google Form. In it, they will say 4 people who they would like to be
in a book club with. Groups will end up being 3-4 people each. Students will also
preference the book they would like to read.

Exit Ticket:
-

Sticky Note: Think about someone you know. Do they have good or bad character?
Explain.
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Tuesday - How do I start?
Writing into the Day
-

As students enter the room, they should each grab their writing journal
At the bell, tell students to get started with writing if they haven’t already.
If students finish early, tell them something that they can draw on the side of the sheet.
Prompt: Interpret the picture on the board - what is happening/what is the message?
Discuss in table groups
Throw ball around to discuss thoughts

Objectives
-

We will know how to write CREW paragraphs
We will understand how to analyze a prompt
We will be able to complete an example DCA Outline

Analysis
-

Turn and talk: What does it mean to analyze something?
Throw the ball around - come up with a definition for “analyze” as a class
Throw the ball around - How do you analyze an essay prompt?
I will show an example prompt on the board. Students hold up fingers, indicating which
sentence tells us what to do in the essay.

CREW Paragraph Review
-

-

Each table group will be given a blank piece of paper.
For each question that comes up on the board, students need to pass the paper to the
next person in the group, who will write down the answer. All students help come up with
answers for their groups.
Questions (this should all be a review at this point in the year):
- A thesis statement is your_______ + 3 __________
- What does a thesis statement do?
- Where does a thesis statement appear in a paper? Be specific.
- Create a thesis statement for a paper about why summer is better than winter.
- Create a thesis statement for a paper about why winter is better than summer.
- (show three pieces of evidence from the internet on the board) Turn these pieces
of evidence into reasons for why labrador retrievers are the best dog breed.

Practice DCA
-

I will pass out a paper copy of “The Terror” by Juno Diaz along with an example DCA
outline
I read the first two paragraphs of “The Terror” aloud
Students finish reading on their own, draw a family of penguins on the paper when
they’re finished
As a class, we will go through the outline. This will model how students will complete
their DCA outline at the end of the unit. We will likely only get some of this in class today.
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-

Ideas for modeling:
- Which sentence in the prompt tells us what we need to do?
- Create claim based on prompt
- Highlight 3-4 words/phrases in the story that could be good evidence
- Rank evidence from best to worst
- Convert best evidence into reasons
- Create thesis using claim + reasons
- Share thesis with table group

Exit Ticket
-

Google Form: Write a thesis statement based on this prompt: Students often feel
overwhelmed by the amount of homework that they receive in school. Write a
well-organized essay that explains why students should have less homework. Use your
personal experiences as evidence to support your thinking.
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Wednesday - How do I start?
Writing into the Day
-

As students enter the room, they should each grab their writing journal
At the bell, tell students to get started with writing if they haven’t already.
If students finish early, tell them something that they can draw on the side of the sheet.
Prompt: Analyze the picture on the board. What do you think is happening?
Discuss in table groups

Objectives
-

We will know how to write CREW paragraphs
We will understand how to find the best evidence
We will be able to complete an example DCA Outline

Practice DCA
-

We will continue to walk through the example DCA outline as a class
Modeling:
- Which sentence in the prompt tells us what we need to do?
- Create claim based on prompt
- Highlight 3-4 words/phrases in the story that could be good evidence
- Rank evidence from best to worst
- Convert best evidence into reasons
- Create thesis using claim + reasons
- Share thesis with table group

Community Builder
-

Play a game of silent ball or detective (one student leaves the room and is the detective.
Everyone in the room is copying the motions of a chosen leader, who the detective must
find once they reenter the room)

Exit Ticket
-

What does CREW stand for? Answer on a sticky note.
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Thursday - How do I start?
Writing into the Day
-

As students enter the room, they should each grab their writing journal
At the bell, tell students to get started with writing if they haven’t already.
If students finish early, tell them something that they can draw on the side of the sheet.
Prompt: make a list of things that you read each day (ex: billboards)
Discuss in table groups

Objectives (2 min)
-

We will know why learning about adversity is important
We will understand how analyzing characters helps us understand what we’re reading
We will be able to explain why reading is important

Adversity
-

Talk in table groups - Why is it important to look at bad news sometimes? Why not just
look at happy things?
Draw cards with students’ names on them, answer the previous questions for the group.

Article
-

On paper, we will read “Why Are Middle Grade Books so Sad?”
I read the first two paragraphs. Students read the rest on their own
While reading, students should highlight 3-4 pieces of evidence: why do middle
schoolers read sad books?
As a class, make a list of favorite books and movies (shout out titles) on the board.
Discuss in table groups - how many of these have sad things in them? What lesson are
they trying to teach?

Analyzing Characters
-

-

-

Explain to students that my goals for them are to learn life lessons about adversity and
emotions through reading these books, but that the district assessment will be about
character traits. The lessons from now on will help achieve both of these goals.
Show three well-known characters on the board (spiderman, elmo, etc) talk in table
groups about how each character would react differently to hearing someone they love
say “I hate you.”
Throw around a ball - how would the first character react? (discuss for each character)
Tell students that each character is reacting to adversity in a different way based on their
character traits. We will learn more about character traits on Monday.

Exit Ticket
-

How can our own lives change after reading about the struggles of fictional characters? Discuss with a partner from a different table
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Friday - How do I start?
Writing into the Day
-

As students enter the room, they should each grab their writing journal
At the bell, tell students to get started with writing if they haven’t already.
If students finish early, tell them something that they can draw on the side of the sheet.
Prompt: How will you feel if you get placed in a book club with people you don’t like?
What is the best and worst thing that could happen?
Discuss in table groups

Objectives
-

We will know which books we’ll be reading in our book clubs
We will understand how to take reading notes using sticky notes
We will be able to set expectations for our book club groups

Book Club Groups
-

I will read off book club groups, and students will sit with their groups at a table
I will hand out a group folder to each group. In it, there will be a Book Club Expectations
sheet
Students will fill out the worksheet, thinking about group expectations and book pages
for each week.
Students will come up with a group name and write it at the top of the worksheet.
(later in the day, I will put group names on the folders and look over expectations)
Students put the worksheet in their folder, hand it to me, and return to their normal seats

Sticky notes
-

Explain the process of annotating with sticky notes
- Sticky notes will be at the front of the room for students to take each day
- Four categories will be shown on the board
- As students read, if they notice something from one of the four categories, they
annotate using a sticky note.
- At the end of each week, students will be required to place at least four sticky
notes on a reflection sheet along with at least two sentences explaining their
thoughts.
- Four Categories:
- An important/surprising event
- An unfamiliar word/phrase
- A question or something confusing
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-

- The theme of the week
After explaining, this process will be modeled through a video (Ex: me reading a book
aloud, finding a word I don’t know, stumbling over it a few times, and then verbalizing my
thoughts as I write on a sticky note).

Reading time
-

Students will be given time to read silently and mark with stickies until the end of the
period
Sticky note categories will be shown on the board while students read
Play some music if the students are on task

Exit Ticket
-

What will be the most challenging part about book clubs for you? What can you do to
help yourself? - discuss with a partner from a different table
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Monday - Character Traits
Writing into the Day
-

As students enter the room, they should each grab their writing journal
At the bell, tell students to get started with writing if they haven’t already.
If students finish early, tell them something that they can draw on the side of the sheet.
Prompt: Do people change? Explain your thoughts.
Discuss in table groups

Objectives
-

We will know what to do with our sticky notes during reading time
We will understand what character traits are
We will be able to identify character traits in our book club novels

Character Traits Intro
-

Present the DCA question: which three character traits are the most dominant in your
main character’s personality.
Students talk in groups, discussing what character traits are
Draw cards to get definitions and examples from students.

Character vs Mood
-

Question on board: If you become sad, does that make you a sad person?
Students discuss the question with their table groups
Throw around a ball - students share opinions on the question
Show examples of moods and character traits up on the board, one at a time.
As I move through each slide, students will raise a fist if they think it’s a temporary thing
and raise an open hand if they think it’s a defining thing.
Show on board: Mood=Temporary, Character Trait=defining characteristic.

Sticky notes
-

Quickly review the process of annotating with sticky notes
Students will mark their novels with sticky notes. They must each discuss something that
they found in each category:
- An important/surprising event
- An unfamiliar word/phrase
- A question or something confusing
- The theme of the week: Character Traits (explain that we may have to infer
these)

Reading time
-

Students will be given time to read silently and mark with stickies until the end of the
period
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-

Sticky note categories will be shown on the board while students read
Play some music if the students are on task

Exit Ticket
-

Turn to your partner and share a mood or a character trait that you found while reading.
Is it a mood or a character trait?
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Tuesday - Character Traits
Writing into the Day
-

As students enter the room, they should each grab their writing journal
At the bell, tell students to get started with writing if they haven’t already.
If students finish early, tell them something that they can draw on the side of the sheet.
Prompt: Who or what made you who you are today (hobbies, habit, personality, etc)?
Discuss in table groups

Objectives
-

We will know who the most important characters are in our books
We will understand any parts of our books that are confusing
We will be able to make progress while reading our books

Group Meeting
-

Students get into their book club groups (bring books)
Students will fill out the Character Connections map in their groups (figure out how
everyone connects to the main character)
Give groups one minute to make a list of new/confusing words from their books together
(sticky note)
Groups need to look up three of these words
Draw cards with students’ names on them - what is one word your group found, and
what does it mean?

Reading time
-

Students will be given time to read silently and mark with stickies until the end of the
period
Sticky note categories will be shown on the board while students read
Play some music if the students are on task

Exit Ticket
-

Talk to the people in your book club. Challenge them to use one of the words that we
learned today once they’re outside of class. You pick the word.

BOOK CLUB UNIT

Wednesday - Character Traits
Writing into the Day
-

As students enter the room, they should each grab their writing journal
At the bell, tell students to get started with writing if they haven’t already.
If students finish early, tell them something that they can draw on the side of the sheet.
Prompt: Are you more of a hero or a sidekick? Why?
Discuss in table groups

Objectives
-

We will know some of our main characters’ traits
We will understand how to find evidence of character traits
We will be able to make progress in our books

Identifying Character Traits
-

Talk in table groups - how can you tell if your friend is mad if they don’t tell you directly?
Throw a ball around - answer the previous question with the large group. As students
share, I write ideas on the board
Tell students that, similarly, we have to dig deeper when looking for character traits. A
book character won’t tell us what their character is. They show us.
Show an excerpt from the Hunger Games on the board (students can access in Google
Classroom)
Students work with an elbow partner to complete the character traits vs mood worksheet
using the excerpt

Reading time
-

Students will be given time to read silently and mark with stickies until the end of the
period
Sticky note categories will be shown on the board while students read
Play some music if the students are on task

Exit Ticket
-

Turn to your neighbor and talk about a surprising event that has happened in your book
so far
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Thursday - Character Traits
Writing into the Day
-

As students enter the room, they should each grab their writing journal
At the bell, tell students to get started with writing if they haven’t already.
If students finish early, tell them something that they can draw on the side of the sheet.
Prompt: Who are your favorite non-main-characters from books, movies, or shows?
What makes them so great?
Discuss in table groups

Objectives
-

We will know the character traits of supporting characters
We will understand what character traits are not
We will be able to make progress in our books

Supporting Characters
-

Students find a partner who is reading the same book as them (preferably not from their
normal book club group)
On a blank sheet of paper, make a list of three supporting characters from the book (not
the main character)
If you could describe each one in three words without talking about age, career, or
appearance, how would you describe them?
Did you come up with a list of character traits?
Trade papers with another group
Circle any words on the other group’s sheet that sound like character traits
Return the paper

Reading time
-

Students will be given time to read silently and mark with stickies until the end of the
period
Sticky note categories will be shown on the board while students read
Play some music if the students are on task

Exit Ticket
-

Talk to an elbow partner - Which character from your book would you be most likely to
befriend? Why?
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Friday - Character Traits
Objectives
-

We will know how to fill out the sticky note sheet
We will understand how character traits affect the events of our books
We will be able to reflect on our groups’ abilities to get things done today

Sticky Note Sheets
-

Students grab a reflection page and fill it out on their own (stickies on one side, thoughts
on the other).
Students need to write down at least TWO full sentences for each sticky note
Place at least four sticky notes for full credit
Extra sticky notes and detailed thoughts MAY result in extra points
Do not complete the reflection at the bottom of the page yet
(Directions/Tips will be on the board)

Pre-Meeting Instructions
- Model how to fill out a discussion log:
- Students will use the same discussion log each week.
- Each Friday, they will go to the section designated for the week.
- They will have the rest of the class period to complete the discussion log with
their groups. If they finish early, they need to go back and add more thoughts.
- Each member of the group will pick their own color to highlight their text with
(indicate this at the top of the discussion log)
- For each question, students will each contribute their thoughts. This should look
like a real back and forth discussion, just online.
- Each person will be graded individually on their contributions.

Book Club Meetings
-

Students will meet in book clubs and discuss the questions for this meeting, filling out a
record of their discussion online.

Exit Ticket
-

At the bottom of the sticky note sheet, students will reflect on how their book club
meetings went.
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Monday - Grief
Writing into the Day
-

As students enter the room, they should each grab their writing journal
At the bell, tell students to get started with writing if they haven’t already.
If students finish early, tell them something that they can draw on the side of the sheet.
Prompt: Have you ever mourned someone or something? What did it feel like? How
have those feelings changed over time?
Discuss in table groups

Objectives
-

We will know what grief is
We will understand what we learned during book clubs yesterday
We will be able to make progress in our book club novels

Donut Circle
-

What worked well in your book club?
What didn’t work well in your book club?
Who could you give a shout out to in your book club? Why?
What is one thing you could do as an individual to improve your group?

Theme of the Week
-

Raise hands- what is grief? (encourage students to think broadly)
Talk to table groups- what things can cause grief (other than death?)
Throw ball around - answer the previous question as a class
Tell students that grief is the theme of the week
Show an infographic of the five stages of grief on the board, and briefly explain each
stage (will be posted in Google Classroom)

Reading time
-

Students will be given time to read silently and mark with stickies until the end of the
period
Sticky note categories will be shown on the board while students read
Play some music if the students are on task

Exit Ticket
-

What things might your book’s characters be grieving? Write on a sticky note.
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Tuesday - Grief
Writing into the Day
-

As students enter the room, they should each grab their writing journal
At the bell, tell students to get started with writing if they haven’t already.
If students finish early, tell them something that they can draw on the side of the sheet.
Prompt: Does grief go away? Explain.
Discuss in table groups

Objectives
-

We will know how the characters in our books respond differently to grief
We will understand that different people grieve in different ways
We will be able to make progress in our book club novels

Adversity
-

-

Students get into their book club groups
Talk in groups - what is the biggest issue the characters in your book are facing right
now?
On a piece of paper, one person in the group should list the characters who are affected
by this problem
(I will project the stages of grief onto the board)
Students will work together in their groups to assign a stage of grief for each character
based on how they are acting in the book right now. They may need to reference their
books. A new person should write this information down on the paper.
Give a reason why you chose each stage for each person (one sentence each). A new
group member should write this down on the paper.

Reading Time
-

Students will be given time to read silently and mark with stickies until the end of the
period
Sticky note categories will be shown on the board while students read
Play some music if the students are on task

Exit Ticket
-

Make a prediction for your book and share it with someone else who is reading the same
book (not in your book club group)
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Wednesday - Grief
Writing into the Day
-

As students enter the room, they should each grab their writing journal
At the bell, tell students to get started with writing if they haven’t already.
If students finish early, tell them something that they can draw on the side of the sheet.
Prompt: Have you ever tried to comfort someone and failed? What was it like for both of
you?
Discuss in table groups

Objectives
-

We will know why it’s important to learn about grief
We will understand how to help people who are grieving
We will be able to make progress in our book club novels

Grief
-

Talk in table groups - why is it important to learn about grief?
Pass around ball - answer the previous question as a class
Show video (how to help someone who is grieving or hurt)
As a class, brainstorm a list of three things we should and shouldn’t say to someone who
is grieving (talk in table groups first, then raise hands)

Reading Time
-

Students will be given time to read silently and mark with stickies until the end of the
period
Play some music if the students are on task
If students finish their reading for the week, library free time

Exit Ticket
-

Do you know someone who is going through something difficult right now? What could
you say to them?

BOOK CLUB UNIT

Thursday - Grief
Writing into the Day
-

As students enter the room, they should each grab their writing journal
At the bell, tell students to get started with writing if they haven’t already.
If students finish early, tell them something that they can draw on the side of the sheet.
Prompt: If you had to design a book club unit, which two books would you have students
read? What would the focus of the unit be? What would they learn?
Discuss in table groups

Objectives
-

We will know how to manage our time
We will understand the expectations for the brain break
We will be able to prepare for tomorrow’s book clubs

Reminders
-

Remind students that this is the last reading day before book clubs tomorrow
Tell them that today they will have lots of time to read, and we will break up the time with
a brain break in the middle if they stay focused for the first half
Tell students to make sure they have at least four sticky notes - try to make one of them
focused on the theme of the week (grief)

Reading Time
-

Students will be given time to read silently and mark with stickies until the end of the
period
Play some music if the students are on task
If students finish their reading for the week, library free time

Community Builder/Brain Break
-

The purpose of this is to refresh our brains so we can refocus when it’s time to work
again. Once the brain break is over, we have to work hard.
Play a game of silent ball or detective (one student leaves the room and is the detective.
Everyone in the room is copying the motions of a chosen leader, who the detective must
find once they reenter the room)

Reading Time
-

Students will be given time to read silently and mark with stickies until the end of the
period
Play some music if the students are on task
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Finished Early?
-

If students finish reading for the week, they should check for missing work and work on
assignments (for any class)
Once they’ve finished that, they can do something quietly on their chromebooks

Exit Ticket
-

Talk to your book club group: Are you prepared for book clubs tomorrow? Did you
implement the changes you wanted to make for this week?
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Friday - Grief
Objectives
-

We will know how to fill out the sticky note sheet
We will understand how grief affects the characters in our books
We will be able to reflect on our groups’ abilities to get things done today

Sticky Note Sheets
-

Students grab a reflection page and fill it out on their own (stickies on one side, thoughts
on the other).
Students need to write down at least TWO full sentences for each sticky note
Place at least four sticky notes for full credit
Extra sticky notes and detailed thoughts MAY result in extra points
Do not complete the reflection at the bottom of the page yet
(Directions/Tips will be on the board)

Pre-Meeting Instructions
-

Model how to fill out a discussion log:
- Show a student example of a great discussion log from last week
- Point out things like:
- Students referencing specific events in the book
- Students engaging in a good back and forth conversation
- Students referencing page numbers
- Encourage everyone to try doing at least one of the things mentioned above
during their book club today if they haven’t done them already.

Book Club Meetings
-

Students will meet in book clubs and discuss the questions for this meeting, filling out a
record of their discussion online.

Exit Ticket
-

At the bottom of the sticky note sheet, students will reflect on how their book club
meetings went.
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Monday - Emotional Outlets & Support Systems
Writing into the Day
-

As students enter the room, they should each grab their writing journal
At the bell, tell students to get started with writing if they haven’t already.
If students finish early, tell them something that they can draw on the side of the sheet.
Prompt: What is one activity that always boosts your mood? How did you discover it, and
why is it so special?
Discuss in table groups

Objectives
-

We will know what emotional outlets are
We will understand what we learned during book clubs yesterday
We will be able to make progress in our book club novels

Donut Circle
-

What worked well in your book club?
What didn’t work well in your book club?
Who could you give a shout out to in your book club? Why?
What is one thing you could do as an individual to improve your group?

Theme of the Week
-

Talk to table groups - what is an emotional outlet? Come up with a definition and
examples
Throw ball around - answer the previous questions as a class
Make a list of emotional outlets on the board as students share them
Talk to table groups - when you’re going through something, do you have a group of
people who support you?
Throw ball around - answer the previous question as a class
Tell students that “emotional outlets and support systems” is the theme of the week - be
on the lookout for them while reading.

Reading time
-

Students will be given time to read silently and mark with stickies until the end of the
period
Sticky note categories will be shown on the board while students read
Play some music if the students are on task

Exit Ticket
-

Do you think the characters in your book could benefit from having an emotional outlet?
Explain. - sticky note
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Tuesday - Emotional Outlets & Support Systems
Writing into the Day
-

As students enter the room, they should each grab their writing journal
At the bell, tell students to get started with writing if they haven’t already.
If students finish early, tell them something that they can draw on the side of the sheet.
Prompt: Has someone ever ignored you when you were sad or upset about something?
How did it make you feel?
Discuss in table groups

Objectives
-

We will know why it is important to get support
We will understand what happens when we don’t care for our mental health
We will be able to make progress in our book club novels

Counselor Visit
-

Talk in groups - what is mental health?
Throw around a ball - answer the previous question as a class
A school counselor or a trusted counselor from the community will be asked to talk to the
students about mental health, emotional outlets, and support systems
Students will complete the “Mental Health” worksheet as they listen

Reading Time
-

Students will be given time to read silently and mark with stickies until the end of the
period
Sticky note categories will be shown on the board while students read
Play some music if the students are on task

Exit Ticket
-

Who or what is supporting the main character in your book right now? - Talk to a person
who is reading the same book as you (not from your book club).
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Wednesday - Emotional Outlets & Support Systems
Writing into the Day
-

As students enter the room, they should each grab their writing journal
At the bell, tell students to get started with writing if they haven’t already.
If students finish early, tell them something that they can draw on the side of the sheet.
Prompt: If you were upset and wanted to talk to someone who wasn’t available at the
moment, what would you do to soothe yourself instead? How would this help you?
Discuss in table groups

Objectives
-

We will know where emotional outlets and support systems appear in our books
We will understand the guidelines for our postcards
We will be able to make progress in our books

Postcard Work Time
-

Students will design a postcard based on their book club novels
Guidelines

Reading Time
-

Students will be given time to read silently and mark with stickies until the end of the
period
Sticky note categories will be shown on the board while students read
Play some music if the students are on task

Exit Ticket
-

Question in Google Classroom - How much more time will you need to finish your
poster?
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Thursday - Emotional Outlets & Support Systems
Writing into the Day
-

As students enter the room, they should each grab their writing journal
At the bell, tell students to get started with writing if they haven’t already.
If students finish early, tell them something that they can draw on the side of the sheet.
Prompt: Write about your day - how are you feeling?
Discuss in table groups

Objectives
-

We will know how to manage our time
We will understand the expectations for the brain break
We will be able to prepare for tomorrow’s book clubs

Reminders
-

Remind students that this is the last reading day before book clubs tomorrow
Tell them that today they will have lots of time to read, and we will break up the time with
a brain break in the middle if they stay focused for the first half
Tell students to make sure they have at least four sticky notes - try to make one of them
focused on the theme of the week (grief)

Postcard Work Time
-

Students will design a postcard based on their book club novels
Guidelines
Due at the beginning of class on Monday - this is the last in-class work day

Reading Time
-

Students will be given time to read silently and mark with stickies until the end of the
period
Play some music if the students are on task

Finished Early?
-

If students finish reading for the week, they should check for missing work and work on
assignments (for any class)
Once they’ve finished that, they can do something quietly on their chromebooks

Exit Ticket
-

Talk to your book club group: Are you prepared for book clubs tomorrow? Did you
implement the changes you wanted to make for this week?
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Friday - Emotional Outlets & Support Systems
Objectives
-

We will know how to fill out the sticky note sheet
We will understand how emotional outlets and support systems benefit the characters in
our books
We will be able to reflect on our groups’ abilities to get things done today

Sticky Note Sheets
-

Students grab a reflection page and fill it out on their own (stickies on one side, thoughts
on the other).
Students need to write down at least TWO full sentences for each sticky note
Place at least four sticky notes for full credit
Extra sticky notes and detailed thoughts MAY result in extra points
Do not complete the reflection at the bottom of the page yet
(Directions/Tips will be on the board)

Pre-Meeting Instructions
-

Model how to fill out a discussion log:
- Show a student example of a great discussion log from last week
- Point out things like:
- Students referencing specific events in the book
- Students engaging in a good back and forth conversation
- Students referencing page numbers
- Encourage everyone to try doing at least one of the things mentioned above
during their book club today if they haven’t done them already.

Book Club Meetings
-

Students will meet in book clubs and discuss the questions for this meeting, filling out a
record of their discussion online.

Exit Ticket
-

At the bottom of the sticky note sheet, students will reflect on how their book club
meetings went.
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Monday - Adversity
Writing into the Day
-

As students enter the room, they should each grab their writing journal
At the bell, tell students to get started with writing if they haven’t already.
If students finish early, tell them something that they can draw on the side of the sheet.
Prompt: What is the most difficult thing you’ve ever achieved?
Discuss in table groups

Objectives
-

We will know what adversity is
We will understand what we learned during book clubs yesterday
We will be able to make progress in our book club novels

Donut Circle
-

What worked well in your book club?
What didn’t work well in your book club?
Who could you give a shout out to in your book club? Why?
What is one thing you could do as an individual to improve your group?

Theme of the Week
-

Talk to table groups - what is adversity? Come up with a definition and examples
Throw ball around - answer the previous questions as a class
Tell students that “adversity” is the theme of the week - be on the lookout for it while
reading

Reading time
-

Students will be given time to read silently and mark with stickies until the end of the
period
Sticky note categories will be shown on the board while students read
Play some music if the students are on task

Exit Ticket
-

What is an example of adversity in your own life? What emotional outlets or support
systems help you overcome it?
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Tuesday - Adversity
Writing into the Day
-

As students enter the room, they should each grab their writing journal
At the bell, tell students to get started with writing if they haven’t already.
If students finish early, tell them something that they can draw on the side of the sheet.
Prompt:When was the last time you got really sick? Did anyone help you? What things
did you do while you waited to get better?
Discuss in table groups

Objectives
-

We will know how our book characters get through adversity
We will understand how character traits affect how we handle adversity
We will be able to make progress in our books

Character Traits and Adversity
-

Display the words “family member with a serious health issue” on the board
Talk in table groups - what character traits would be helpful to have in this situation?
Draw cards with students’ names - answer the previous question
Talk in table groups - Does everyone who goes through this issue have these traits? Is
that okay?
Throw a ball around - answer the previous question as a class

Reading time
-

Students will be given time to read silently and mark with stickies until the end of the
period
Sticky note categories will be shown on the board while students read
Play some music if the students are on task

Exit Ticket
-

Is it okay to struggle with adversity? Give an example
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Wednesday - Adversity
Writing into the Day
-

As students enter the room, they should each grab their writing journal
At the bell, tell students to get started with writing if they haven’t already.
If students finish early, tell them something that they can draw on the side of the sheet.
Prompt: What is something that you give up easily on? Why?
Discuss in table groups

Objectives
-

We will know how where to find adversity in our books
We will understand the requirements for creative summative
We will be able to make progress in our books

Reading time
-

Students will be given time to read silently and mark with stickies until the end of the
period
Sticky note categories will be shown on the board while students read
Play some music if the students are on task

Movie Poster Requirements
-

Original title
Tagline: quote from the book about someone going through adversity
Draw at least one picture (you can trace)
Fill the entire page
Put in effort
Cast list: decide who would star as at least 3 of the characters
Due Monday at the beginning of class

Work Time
-

Students will be given time to start their posters
Play music if students are on task

Exit Ticket
-

Write on a sticky note: how much more time will you need to finish your movie poster?
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Thursday - Adversity
Writing into the Day
-

As students enter the room, they should each grab their writing journal
At the bell, tell students to get started with writing if they haven’t already.
If students finish early, tell them something that they can draw on the side of the sheet.
Prompt: Do you think you’re creative? Why?
Discuss in table groups

Objectives
-

We will know how to manage our time (posters due Monday at start of class)
We will understand the requirements for creative summative
We will be able to finish our books for tomorrow

Reading time
-

Students will be given time to read silently and mark with stickies until the end of the
period
Sticky note categories will be shown on the board while students read
Play some music if the students are on task

Movie Poster Requirements
-

Original title
Tagline: quote from the book about someone going through adversity
Draw at least one picture (you can trace)
Fill the entire page
Put in effort
Cast list: decide who would star as at least 3 of the characters
Due Monday at the beginning of class

Work Time
-

Students will be given time to work on their posters
Play music if students are on task

Exit Ticket
-

Find a partner in the room - point out all of the requirements for the assignment on your
own poster. Make sure your partner also has all of the requirements met.
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Friday - Adversity
Objectives
-

We will know when our posters are due (Monday at the beginning of class)
We will understand where adversity appears in our books
We will be able to reflect on our groups’ abilities to get things done today

Sticky Note Sheets
-

Students grab a reflection page and fill it out on their own (stickies on one side, thoughts
on the other).
Students need to write down at least TWO full sentences for each sticky note
Place at least four sticky notes for full credit
Extra sticky notes and detailed thoughts MAY result in extra points
Do not complete the reflection at the bottom of the page yet
(Directions/Tips will be on the board)

Pre-Meeting Instructions
-

Model how to fill out a discussion log:
- Show a student example of a great discussion log from last week
- Point out things like:
- Students referencing specific events in the book
- Students engaging in a good back and forth conversation
- Students referencing page numbers
- Encourage everyone to try doing at least one of the things mentioned above
during their book club today if they haven’t done them already.

Book Club Meetings
-

Students will meet in book clubs and discuss the questions for this meeting, filling out a
record of their discussion online.

Exit Ticket
-

At the bottom of the sticky note sheet, students will reflect on how their book club
meetings went.
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Monday - DCA
Writing into the Day
-

As students enter the room, they should each grab their writing journal
At the bell, tell students to get started with writing if they haven’t already.
If students finish early, tell them something that they can draw on the side of the sheet.
Prompt: Are you more of a reader or a writer? Explain.
Discuss in table groups

Objectives
-

We will know how to find character traits in our books
We will understand how to complete the DCA for our book club novels
We will be able to find good evidence for our DCAs

DCA Overview
-

Walk through the DCA outline with students, completing first three boxes together
Emphasize the requirements of having THREE character traits for the MAIN character
Talk in groups - how are character traits different from mood?
Throw ball around - answer the previous question as a class

Group Work
-

Students will complete the Quote Tracker with their book club groups to prepare for the
DCA
Students can use these character traits and quotes while completing their DCA outline

Outline Work
-

Students can work on their outlines until the end of class

Exit Ticket
-

What is one lesson you can take away from your book club novel? - answer on a sticky
note
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Tuesday - DCA
Writing into the Day
-

As students enter the room, they should each grab their writing journal
At the bell, tell students to get started with writing if they haven’t already.
If students finish early, tell them something that they can draw on the side of the sheet.
Prompt: What do you like/dislike about DCAs? Do you think they’re necessary?
Discuss in table groups

Objectives
-

We will know how to write CREW paragraphs
We will understand how to complete the DCA for our book club novels
We will be able to work on our DCA outlines

CREW review
-

Talk in table groups - what does CREW stand for?
Draw cards with students’ names on them - answer the previous question
Outline a paragraph as a class - Is summer better than winter?
- Vote on a CLAIM (summer or winter is better) by show of hands
- Talk in groups - come up with REASONS
- Draw cards with students’ names on them - get reasons from groups
- Write three reasons on the board
- Each group is assigned a reason and must find evidence to support it online
- Each group selects a group member to share their evidence
- Summarize evidence on board (quotes & sources)
- Talk in table groups - come up with a warrant (why is this evidence important?)
- List warrants on board

Outline Work
-

Show students that each DCA paragraph should be a CREW paragraph
Students can work on their outlines until the end of class
I will walk around and answer questions, pull students aside to make sure they
understand each part of the outline

Exit Ticket
-

Find 3 different people in the room - tell each of them what CREW stands for.
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Wednesday - DCA
Writing into the Day
-

As students enter the room, they should each grab their writing journal
At the bell, tell students to get started with writing if they haven’t already.
If students finish early, tell them something that they can draw on the side of the sheet.
Prompt: What is one skill you wish people were tested on in school (instead of the
regular school subjects)? How would you test this skill?
Discuss in table groups

Objectives
-

We will know when our DCA is due
We will understand how to complete the DCA for our book club novels
We will be able to finish writing our DCA body paragraphs

DCA Rubric
-

Go over the District DCA Rubric - explain each category
DCA Due Friday
We will convert our outlines into an essay soon (mostly just copy, paste, and add
transitions)

Outline Work
-

Students can work on their outlines until the end of class
I will walk around and answer questions, pull students aside to make sure they
understand each part of the outline

Exit Ticket
-

Answer the question on Google Classroom: Is there any part of the DCA or the outline
that makes you nervous?
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Thursday - DCA
Writing into the Day
-

As students enter the room, they should each grab their writing journal
At the bell, tell students to get started with writing if they haven’t already.
If students finish early, tell them something that they can draw on the side of the sheet.
Prompt: Should we always keep pushing ourselves when things get difficult?
Discuss in table groups

Objectives
-

We will know when our DCA is due
We will understand how to complete the DCA for our book club novels
We will be able to write conclusions to our DCAs

Reminders
-

DCA rubric is posted in Google Classroom for students to review
DCA Due Friday

Conclusions
-

Have students pull up their outlines and scroll to the bottom (conclusion)
Raise hands- what is the first box asking us to do?
Talk in groups - why is it important to restate the thesis at the end of an essay?
Throw ball around - answer previous question
Raise hands - what does the second box ask us to do?
Talk in groups - why is it important to know about character traits? What do they tell us?
Throw ball around - answer previous question
Explain the last box to the class (cherry on top/mic drop). Tell them that it’s important to
have a nice wrap up at the end because we don’t want to just end abruptly.

Outline Work
-

Students can work on their outlines until the end of class
I will walk around and answer questions, pull students aside to make sure they
understand each part of the outline

Exit Ticket
-

How much more time will you need to work on the DCA? Could you work on it at home?
- answer on sticky note
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Friday - DCA
Writing into the Day
-

As students enter the room, they should each grab their writing journal
At the bell, tell students to get started with writing if they haven’t already.
If students finish early, tell them something that they can draw on the side of the sheet.
Prompt: What things are you thankful for in your own life? Make a list.
Discuss in table groups

Objectives
-

We will know how to turn our outlines into essays
We will understand how to add transitions to our essays
We will be able to finish our TDAs

Transitions
-

Talk in table groups- what does it mean to “transition?”
Throw a ball around - answer the previous question as a class
Explain what a transition word is and the purpose of them. Give one example.
Each table group gets a sheet of paper
Continually pass the paper around the table for one minute
Each person must write down a NEW transition word when it’s their turn to write

-

Explain that we want our essays to not be choppy once we put the pieces of the outline
together, so we need to make sure everything flows together.

Finish DCA
-

Students will have 10 minutes to make sure everything flows together well and to add
transitions
Next, students must copy and paste their paragraphs into an essay format (make sure to
indent for paragraphs) in the Google Classroom assignment titled “Final DCA.”

Extra Time?
- Have a partner read over your DCA and check for any mistakes/flow issues
- Look over the DCA rubric
- Check for missing assignments

Exit Ticket
-

Do you feel confident about your DCA? Talk to a partner across the room.
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End of Lessons
This is the end of the unit. I can use any remaining days in the quarter to pull
individual students aside if their DCAs have any glaring issues. Otherwise, this
week will be a wrap-up filled with end-of-year activities, possible
opportunities to make up lost points on assignments, and review games.
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Graded Assignments
All of the graded assignments that require a worksheet can be found in the pages below. I have
also attached the example DCA (this is not graded) because it is a major piece of this unit. All
other materials should be hyperlinked as they appear in the lesson plans. I did not include these
materials in this document because these extra assignments can be easily designed if
necessary, and I wanted to cut down on the size of this already very large document.
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Example DCA!
In “The Terror,” Junot Diaz tells the story of how he experienced fear as a seventh grader
and how he was able to eventually overcome it. Analyze Junot’s personality throughout the
story as he grows from a seventh grader into a sophomore in high school, and name three
character traits that have had the biggest impact on his life. Write a well-organized response
using specific evidence from the passage to support your thinking.

Step 1: Dissect the prompt

What is the prompt specifically asking you to look for? (Sentence 1, 2, or
3?)

Step 2: Craft a lead/Claim

Rewrite the sentence from Step 1 as an “I believe” statement.
I believe…

Step 3: Search the text for evidence
Fill in the boxes below to outline your DCA.
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Introduction
Hook

Summary
of story

This could be a quote, an
attention-getter, or a question.

In one to three sentences,
summarize what the story was
about.
Claim + Trait + Trait + Trait

Thesis

Body Paragraph
My Example
Your Turn!
Character
Trait 1

Reason

Evidence
(What
quotes can
you use to
prove it?)

Warrant

Introduce the trait you want to
talk about.

Write one to three original
sentences saying why you
think your character has this
trait

Give proof from the book (with
page numbers and quotation
marks) that shows this
character trait

Say how this character trait
affects the character and why it
is important to who they are.
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Body Paragraph

Character
Trait 2

Reason

Evidence

Warrant

Introduce the trait you want to
talk about.

Write one to three original
sentences saying why you
think your character has this
trait

Give proof from the book (with
page numbers and quotation
marks) that shows this
character trait

Say how this character trait
affects the character and why it
is important to who they are.

Body Paragraph

Character
Trait 3

Reason

Introduce the trait you want to
talk about.

Write one to three original
sentences saying why you
think your character has this
trait
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Evidence

Warrant

Give proof from the book (with
page numbers and quotation
marks) that shows this
character trait

Say how this character trait
affects the character and why it
is important to who they are.

Conclusion
Restate
Thesis

Flip your thesis statement.
Trait + Trait + Trait + Claim

Why is this
important?

Why are these traits important to this
character as a person?

Cherry on
top

“Mic-drop” moment to end your essay
strong
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Book Club Expectations
Group Members: ________________________________________________________

Group Name:

Come up with a set of group expectations to make sure everyone does what they’re supposed
to do each week!
Rule #1

How will you accomplish this?

Rule #2

How will you accomplish this?

Rule #3

How will you accomplish this?

Rule #4

How will you accomplish this?

Rule #5

How will you accomplish this?
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Page Goals for each week
Week 1

Week 2

Week 3

Week 4
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Character Traits vs Mood
Analyze the excerpt, and try to think about the main character’s traits and
mood. These things won’t be said directly - you’ll have to think about it.
Make a bulleted list below.

Character Traits

Moods/Emotions
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Book Club Sticky Note/Reflection Sheet
On the left side of this sheet, attach at least four sticky notes that you placed while reading
within the past week. On the right side, write at least two sentences explaining your thoughts.
Use the back of this sheet if you need more space!

After your group meets, use the space below to reflect on today’s meeting. What went
well? What didn’t go well? What could you change for next week?
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Book Club Discussion Log
Group Name

Book

Member’s name

Member’s font/font color
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Week One: Character Traits
Question

Your Discussion

Think about the main
characters in your book. What
are some important character
traits that describe them?
What things are important to
them?
As you read, your characters
will experience many
challenges. How might their
character traits affect how
they deal with these
challenges?
Write your own question here!

New/Confusing Words (7 or
more per week)

Definition/Notes
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Week Two: Grief
Question

Your Discussion

The characters in your book
have experienced a few losses
by now. What things have they
lost, and how are they dealing
with these losses?
Think about the five stages of
grief. Where do you see these
appearing throughout the
book? Are any characters
going through multiple stages
yet?
Write your own question here!

New/Confusing Words (7 or
more per week)

Definition/Notes
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Week Three: Emotional Outlets & Support
Systems
Question

Your Discussion

Think about your main
character’s emotional outlets
and support systems. In what
ways are they benefitting the
main character?
Is your main character a
support system for anyone
else in the book? What do they
do? How does their support (of
lack of support) affect others?
Write your own question here!

New/Confusing Words (7 or
more per week)

Definition/Notes
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Week Four: Adversity
Question

Your Discussion

The characters in your book
have faced a lot of adversity
at this point. Give some
examples of this adversity.
How have they dealt with these
issues?
Do you think it was important
or necessary for the characters
in your book to experience the
adversity that they
experienced?
Write your own question here!

New/Confusing Words (7 or
more per week)

Definition/Notes
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Mental Health Notes
Read the instructions for each box. Then, fill in the boxes as you listen to
the counselor’s presentation.
Write down at least three pieces of
information that are new to you.

Write down at least three questions
that you could ask.

-

-

-

-

-

-
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Postcard Design
Pretend you are the main character from your book club novel. Write a postcard from their
perspective, and have the recipient be someone who has supported them when they were going
through something difficult. This could be any friend, relative, or mentor from the book.
Guidelines:
- From the perspective of the main character
- Thanking another character for their support
- At least 8 sentences long
- A relevant picture on the back of the postcard
- Make up an address
- Draw a stamp
- Stay on task

A postcard usually has an image on one side and a short letter on the other side, like this:
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Quote Tracker
Each member of your group should find at least two quotes. You can use these quotes, page
numbers, and character traits while writing your DCA, so find as many as you can!
Member’s name

Member’s font/font color

Quote

Page number

Character Trait

Quote

Page number

Character Trait

Quote

Page number

Character Trait

Quote

Page number

Character Trait
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Quote

Page number

Character Trait

Quote

Page number

Character Trait

Quote

Page number

Character Trait

Quote

Page number

Character Trait

Quote

Page number

Character Trait

Quote

Page number

Character Trait

Quote

Page number

Character Trait
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Book Club DCA!
There are many different characters in the novels “Drums, Girls, and
Dangerous Pie” by Jordan Sonnenblick and “Wonder.” by R.J. Palacio. All of
these characters deal with adversity in different ways, and they are all very
different people. Write an argumentative essay that explains which three
character traits are the most dominant in your main character’s personality.

Step 1: Dissect the prompt

What is the prompt specifically asking you to look for? (Sentence 1, 2, or
3?)

Step 2: Craft a lead/Claim

Rewrite the sentence from Step 1 as an “I believe” statement.
I believe…

Step 3: Search the text for evidence
Fill in the boxes below to outline your DCA.
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Introduction
Hook

Summary
of story

This could be a quote, an
attention-getter, or a question.

In one to three sentences,
summarize what the story was
about.
Claim + Trait + Trait + Trait

Thesis

Body Paragraph
My Example
Your Turn!
Character
Trait 1

Reason

Evidence
(What
quotes can
you use to
prove it?)

Warrant

Introduce the trait you want to
talk about.

Write one to three original
sentences saying why you
think your character has this
trait

Give proof from the book (with
page numbers and quotation
marks) that shows this
character trait

Say how this character trait
affects the character and why it
is important to who they are.
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Body Paragraph

Character
Trait 2

Reason

Evidence

Warrant

Introduce the trait you want to
talk about.

Write one to three original
sentences saying why you
think your character has this
trait

Give proof from the book (with
page numbers and quotation
marks) that shows this
character trait

Say how this character trait
affects the character and why it
is important to who they are.

Body Paragraph

Character
Trait 3

Reason

Introduce the trait you want to
talk about.

Write one to three original
sentences saying why you
think your character has this
trait
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Evidence

Warrant

Give proof from the book (with
page numbers and quotation
marks) that shows this
character trait

Say how this character trait
affects the character and why it
is important to who they are.

Conclusion
Restate
Thesis

Flip your thesis statement.
Trait + Trait + Trait + Claim

Why is this
important?

Why are these traits important to this
character as a person?

Cherry on
top

“Mic-drop” moment to end your essay
strong

